2008 Summer Visitors' Guide

f you're familiar with
Mustang Beach Airport,
you might be surprised
at the changes coming
to it.

Within the past few months,
the city has corrected a fuel
contamination issue at the air-
port, hired a part-time airport
manager and started negotia-
tions with a company o become
a private partner in airport
operations.

Mustang Beach now has an at-
tendant, good fuel and credit card
operations and daily checks of the
runway. During SandFest, in April,
more than 30 visitors flew in for
the sand sculpture festival.

Still to come are expanded
hangar space and paved tie-
downs for visiting pilots as well
as full-time attendants for
those who want information or
transportation.

Port Aransas means to make
Mustang Beach Airport competi-
tive with any other small airport
in the area.

Theairport's fuel became con-
taminated earlier this year when
the tanks weren't checked regu-
larly. That's being done now, and
new fuel has beensubstituted for
the old fuel. Credit card devices,

.

A private plane takes of f recently at Mustang Beach Airport.
Plans call for many improvements at the airport.

which several pilots said wouldn't
work for them, have been re-
placed and put under protective
hoods which shield them from
sand and salt air.

By the end of the year, the
city intends fo have a contract
with a private firm that will
provide professional airport
operations as well as several
improvements.

Mustang Beach Airport al-
ready has automated weather
reports available by phone,
radio and the Internet. A GPS
approachinformationisavailable
to pilots flying in to the airport,
as well as a navigation system

that's almost as good as the
high-dollar Instrument Land-
ing System used by commercial
airports. The new system will
let fliers navigate to within 265
feet of the ground in cloudy or
rainy weather; previously they
could only legally descend to
within 1,500 feet of the ground
in inclement weather.

As people become more famil-
iar with Mustang Beach Airport,
support may grow, backers
hope. It's ready now to welcome
visitors who fly in for a month, a
weekend, or just for lunch. But
wait till you see what's happening
in the future.
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Water Access Laguna Madre ~ (361) 949-1900

Welcome to the Plantatwn Suites & Conference Center!

Toll Free Reservations

Comfortable, spacwus sultes wzth large
bathrooms can accommodate up to six people. Each
room features a refrigerator, microwave, bar sink,
coffee maker, cable TV with premium channels,
and a sleeper sofa. Also available are our deluxe
two-bedroom condos. Jacuzzi® style tubs are fea-

tured in the king suites.

Call about “The Honeymoon Suite.”

www.plantationsuites.com
email: plantation @lodginghost.com

Welcome Visitors

Heated Swimming Pool & Hot Tub
Volleyball Court * Horseshoe Pit

Barbecue-Picnic Area * Gazebo

Luxurious Meeting Room ¢ Laundry Facility
Boat Parking ¢ Fish Cleaning Station
Kitchenettes Available « Conference Center
Complimentary Continental Breakfast

Wireless Internet Available in Lobby & Rooms
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1-877-836-FUNN (3866) 1909 Hwy 361 Port Aransas




