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Island Moorings

104 Mustang Blvd,
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(800) 842-3970
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Open 7 Days A Week With 2 Locations & 17 Agents To Assist You

Stop By For a Free Property List & Map
Visit our website at www,portaransasrealty.com
Members of the Port Aransas & Corpus Christi Listing Services
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ARK is island haven
for injured wildlife

he Animal Rehabili-

tation Keep in Port

Aransas took in and

cared for 1,093 sick

or injured animals in
the year 2008.

A recent visitor to the ARK
was a male bald eagle rescued
from a roadside in Refugio
County.

The eagle, unable to fly when
it arrived at the ARK, was trans-
ferred to a bald eagle sanctuary
after it was stabilized.

The ARK has an ever-chang-
ing menagerie that ranges from
pelicans to turtles, even the
occasional dolphin. The staff
consists mainly of volunteers.
It costs nearly $30,000 for
enough food to sustain the ani-
mal residents at the ARK, which
is located at The University of
Texas at Austin Marine Science
Institute in Port Aransas.

A dozen Texas diamondback
terrapin hatchlings were discov-
ered washed up on the beach af-
ter Hurricane Ike, in September
2008, and they are living at the
facility until they are ready to
be released into the wild.

The ARK's mission is to accept
animals that are injured or ill
and rehabilitate them so they
can be returned to their natural
habitat. In some cases this is no
more than a few days’ care; in

other cases it requires months
of feeding, observationand care
for 24 hours a day.

The ARK has been rescuing
and rehabilitating injured and
sick wildlife in the Coastal Bend
of South Texas for nearly 25
years. While the University of
Texas provides utilities and
some help from maintenance
personnel, the ARK is financed
entirely by donations from
individuals and foundations.
Expenses include construction
of facilities and materials for
any maintenance and opera-
tions, supplies, medicines, food
for the animals, pumps, filters,
heaters, air conditioners, wash-
ing machines, ice makers, and
salaries for animal attendants
and coordinator.

Although the ARK isn't open
to the public, group tours can
be arranged in some instances.
Call (361) 749-6793 for more
information or to arrange for
a tour. ARK officials ask that
tours be limited to 20 or more;
a donation will be requested to
help defray expenses. Tours will
usually be scheduled on Wednes-
days or Saturdays.

The ARK can always use more
volunteers, also. If you have
time to spend helping a disabled
animal (or money fo donate, of
course!) call the same number.



